[Clinical experience with the supraclavicular flap to reconstruct head and neck defects].
To evaluate the efficacy of pedicled supraclavicular artery island flaps for head and neck reconstruction. Reconstructive surgeries for head and neck oncologic defects were performed with the pedicled supraclavicular artery island flaps in 10 patients from May 2013 to December 2014 and the cases were review. Among them, 6 were performed for hypopharyngeal cancer, 2 for oral tongue cancer, 1 for oral base cancer and 1 for cervical esophageal cancer. The size of the flaps was measured in (5-8) cm × (6-12) cm. Seven flaps survived, one flap failured and two flaps had partial necrosis. Donor sites were closed primarily without morbidity. The pedicled supraclavicular artery island flap is an easy harvesting and reliable for head and neck reconstruction, especially suitable for otolaryngo-head and neck surgeon and maxillofacial surgeon in the local hospital.